
Despite the change in the world
order and difficult situations, work
on the development of the project
continues. 

After a little thought about the
possible solutions, you can not only
successfully continue what you
have started, but even come to
new discoveries, methods,
techniques. 

Similar to the goals and activities
defined by the BALTIC LOOP
project. 

Sometimes solving problems will
require significant changes in the
system, other times it is just
necessary to come together and
think creatively.

BALTIC LOOP
PROJECT
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UNCOVER BOTTLENECKS
Outcomes of the survey in three corridors     
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LATEST NEWS



Bottlenecks in the Northern transport corridor
(E-18; from Turku/Naantali to Vaalimaa, Russian
border) have been identified through surveys,
workshops and interviews. The purpose was to
observe the obstacles and nodes of the
transport and to find out what time it takes in
the transport corridors of the Baltic Loop
project. Unfortunately, Covid19 messed up the
plans and observation will continue in the
autumn 2020.

The implementers of the field survey are the
Bachelor students of Turku University of
Applied Sciences and the students of the Turku
Vocational Institute in the field of transport. The
aim is to verify the bottlenecks along the
identified by surveys, workshops and interviews.
The route was driven with a loaded semi-trailer
driven by a driver student and a graph and
observations documented by an engineering
student. 

By the end of 2020, a vision for the development of the Via
Hanseatica tourism and transport corridor 2030 will be
developed in the Vidzeme planning region. The expected
result is a spatial development planning document that would
help to improve the flow of passengers and tourists in the
Vidzeme planning region. This would not only identify
potential solutions to improve the region’s attractiveness in
terms of mobility, but also make practical proposals to reduce
travel time and improve passenger access to the corridor
from the hinterland.

A VISION FOR THE SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE
OF THE VIA HANSEATICA TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
CORRIDOR WILL BE DEVELOPED IN VIDZEME

FIELD SURVEYS  IN TRANSPORT CORRIDORS: 
TACKLING OF BOTTLENECKS

READ MORE HERE

Field survey with pilot route to
observe the old route from the

port of Turku to Paimio
WATCH THE VIDEO 

READ MORE HERE
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https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/07/15/field-surveys-of-transport-bottlenecks-in-transport-corridors-tackling-of-bottlenecks/
https://youtu.be/sUKKDu46EIo
https://youtu.be/sUKKDu46EIo
https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/08/20/a-vision-for-the-spatial-development-perspective-of-the-via-hanseatica-tourism-and-transport-corridor-will-be-developed-in-vidzeme/


Baltic Sea is one of the most heavily trafficked seas in the world. To put simply, it is a
connecting point for all countries lying on the shores of it. In Estonia, the Baltic Sea has
always been a highway for trade and we have been active in logistics since the Viking era
and later as an active member of the Hanseatic League what dominated Baltic maritime
trade for three centuries. Looking at the logistics it seems that we have always been
connection between East and West, especially connecting Russia and Western-Europe.

Project Baltic Loop has defined a middle corridor that stretches from Oslo-Örebro-
Stockholm to Tallinn-St. Petersburg. While we have regular connections between
Sweden and Estonia, the usual trade and logistics routes seem not to use the full
potential of Estonian geographical position and historic reputation as traders between
East and West.

Business Development manager of Estonian Railways Ltd, Arthur Raichmann, believes
that there are several unused opportunities for Scandinavian trade.

IDENTIFYING THE BOTTLENECKS ON MIDDLE CORRIDOR,
THE RAIL FREIGHT PERSPECTIVE

READ MORE HERE

https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/06/29/identifying-the-bottlenecks-on-middle-corridor-the-rail-freight-perspective/


RENEWAL OF TRANSPORT NETWORKS
The project BALTIC LOOP seeks to minimize the impact and
number of different traffic hindrances or bottlenecks in
three selected transport corridors running in the West-East
direction within the Central Baltic Region, namely Örebro -
Turku/Tallinn/Riga -St. Petersburg. The overall aim is to
minimize travelling and cargo transport times in the
corridors, and reduce CO2 emissions. For Åbo Akademi
University and Finland much of the optimisation input
focuses on finding business models that improve the
efficiency of shipping and ports.

Since ancient times, Estonia has been an
important gateway between the Nordic
countries in Scandinavia and the east. The
Baltic countries are the beginning of the
eastern trade route that connected to the
Silk Road in Persia. There are again
thoughts on using this old trade route.
Modern rail systems with train commutes
provide fast, reliable, and safe transport.
In the framework of the Baltic Loop project,
Ahmed Alaeddine and Fredrik Idevall

READ MORE HERE

“Sea  transportation is, in essence, both international and connecting,
but inefficient by nature. Entrenched mindsets and lack of
communication, among other things, lead to ineffective capacity
utilisation and poor co-ordination of shipments. I had to develop an
understanding of how transport flows in Sweden look and how they will
look in the future, with an emphasis on the Örebro and Stockholm axis.”

Irina Wahlström 
Åbo Akademi

Finland 

THE MODERN SILK ROAD FROM ÖREBRO
TO CHINA

participated in the conference TRANSESTONIA. The main goal of the conference is to
discuss and reach agreements on further transport development between China and
Sweden via Kazakhstan, Russia, and Estonia.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/06/01/renewal-of-transport-networks/
https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/05/22/the-modern-silk-road-from-orebro-to-china/


On September 15, Vidzeme Planning Region organized an
online seminar “TRAFFIC AND DATA. What can we get? How
to use it?” to update the importance of data in the
development of the transport sector, as well as to outline
how it is practically possible to obtain data, how to collect it,
and how to use it meaningfully.

The online workshop brought together around 50
participants who had the opportunity to hear the
experiences of four knowledgeable industry professionals
on the possibilities of using the data.
The seminar was organized within the framework of the
Baltic Loop project.

READ MORE HERE

The main theses that are worth emphasizing:
- It’s all about data available in a portable format
- Decisions should not be based on intuition
- Missing data can also be generated by the population
- The data collected must be used to solve problems in the urban environment

On September 22, a valuable working
session took place in Riga within the
framework of the international project Baltic
Loop. Discussion participants from state and
municipal institutions, Riga planning region
and industry experts created a SWOT
analysis on how to reduce traffic bottlenecks
and hindrances. The work will continue in
the next sessions but in the meantime some
good lessons from the discussion!

THE ONLINE SEMINAR RAISES THE QUESTION OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF DATA FOR TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT

STAKEHOLDERS DEVELOP SWOT ANALYSIS 
TO REDUCE TRAFFIC BOTTLENECKS AND HINDRANCES

READ MORE HERE

https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/09/22/the-online-seminar-raises-the-question-of-the-importance-of-data-for-transport-development/
https://www.balticloop.eu/index.php/2020/09/22/stakeholders-in-latvia-develop-swot-analysis-to-reduce-traffic-bottlenecks-and-hindrances/



